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The life of the heart
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Pronunciation

Mahabbatullahi hiya qutul-qulubi wa ghidha’ul-arwahi wa
qurratul-‘uyuni, wa hiyal-hayatullati man hurimaha fa
huwa min jumlatil-amwati, wan-nurulladhi man fagadahu
fa huwa fi1 bihariz-zulumat.

English meaning

Love of Allah nourishes hearts and souls. Ibn al-
Qayyim describes it as life, light, healing and delight
for the believer.

Source: Ibn al-Qayyim, cited in the supplied book
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Love shown in obedience

Pronunciation

Hiya mu‘anaqatut-ta‘ati wa mubayanatul-mukhalafah.

English meaning

Sahl ibn Abdullah describes love as embracing
obedience and keeping away from disobedience.

Source: Sahl ibn Abdullah
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Freedom through devotion
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Pronunciation

Ad-dukhulu tahta riggil-mahbub

| wa ‘ubudiyyatihi wal-

hurriyyatu ministirgagi ma siwah.

English meaning

Devotion to Allah frees the heart from being enslaved

by everything

else.

Source: Attributed saying in the supplied book
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A heart travelling to Allah
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Pronunciation

Al-mahabbatu safarul-galbi fI talabil-mahbubi wa lahajul-
lisani bidhikrihi ‘alad-dawami. Man ahabba shay’an
akthara dhikrah.

English meaning

Love is the heart's journey toward its Beloved and the
tongue's frequent remembrance of Him. We speak
often of what we love.

Source: Attributed saying; explanation by Ibn al-Qayyim
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Sincerity of intention
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Tawhidul-mahbubi bikhalisil-iradati wa sidgit-talab.

English meaning

Direct your deepest intention and sincere seeking
toward Allah alone.

Source: Attributed saying in the supplied book
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The tree of love
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Idha ghurisat shajaratul-mahabbati fil-galbi wa suqiyat
bima’il-ikhlasi wa mutaba‘atil-habibi athmarat anwa‘ath-
thimar.

English meaning

When love is planted in the heart and watered by
sincerity and following the Prophet &%, it bears lasting
fruit.

Source: Attributed saying in the supplied book
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Follow the Messenger &
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Pronunciation

Qul in kuntum tuhibbunallaha fattabi‘uni
yuhbibkumullahu wa yaghfir lakum dhunubakum.

English meaning

Say: If you love Allah, follow me; Allah will love you
and forgive your sins. Following the Messenger ££ is
the Qur'anic measure of this claim.

Source: Qur'an 3:31; commentary attributed to Ibn al-Qayyim
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Longing to meet Allah
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Pronunciation
Min ‘alamati mahabbatillahi hubbu liga’illahi ta‘ala fi
jinanihil-‘aliyati wa ridwanihil-akbar.
English meaning

One sign of love for Allah is longing to meet Him and
attain His pleasure in Paradise.

Source: Azhar Ahmad Mahmud, supplied compilation
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Love whom Allah loves
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Pronunciation

Al-mutahabbuna fi jalali lahum manabiru min nurin
yaghbituhumun-nabiyyuna wash-shuhada’.

English meaning

Love for Allah includes loving those He loves. Those
who love one another for His sake are promised
pulpits of light in this report.

Source: Al-Tirmidhi, as cited in the supplied compilation
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Turn from disobedience
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Pronunciation

Min ‘alamati mahabbatillahi an la ta‘siyahu ta‘ala fi
amrihi wa nahyih.

English meaning

Love is shown by taking Allah's commands and
prohibitions seriously.

Source: Azhar Ahmad Mahmud, supplied compilation
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Delight in the Qur'an
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Pronunciation

Hubbuhu likalamihi ta‘ala wa tilawatihi wal-unsu
bimunajatihi wa dhikrih.
English meaning
A sign of love is affection for Allah's words: reading

the Qur'an, remembering Him and finding comfort in
prayer.

Source: Azhar Ahmad Mahmud; accounts of Amir ibn Abd Qays and Muslim ibn
Yasar
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Gentleness with believers
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Pronunciation
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Yuhibbuhum wa yuhibbunahu adhillatin ‘alal-mu’minina
a‘izzatin ‘alal-kafirina, wa la yakhafuna lawmata la’im.

English meaning

Allah describes people He loves and who love Him as
humble toward believers, firm in faith and unafraid of
blame in His cause.

Source: Qur'an 5:54 The original card contains an excerpt; all supplied wording is
translated.
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Obligations then voluntary worship
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Pronunciation

Wa ma tagarraba ilayya ‘abdi bishay’in ahabba ilayya
mimmaftaradtuhu ‘alayhi wa ma zala ‘abdi yatagarrabu
ilayya bin-nawafili hatta uhibbah.

English meaning

Allah loves the prescribed duties most; continued
voluntary worship is a path to His love. The hadith
promises His help and response.

Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith of the wali
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Nearness through love
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Pronunciation

Fa man ahabbahullahu razagahu mahabbatahu wa
ta‘atahu wal-ishtighala bidhikrihi fa awjaba lahu dhalikal-
qurba minhu.

English meaning

Ibn Rajab says that when Allah loves a servant, He
grants them love, obedience and remembrance,
bringing them closer to Him.

Source: Ibn Rajab, cited in the supplied book
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Acceptance among people
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Idha ahabballahul-‘abda nada Jibrila innallaha yuhibbu
fulanan fa ahibbahu, thumma yuda‘u lahul-gabulu fi ahlil-
ard.

English meaning

When Allah loves a servant, Jibril and the inhabitants
of heaven are called to love that person, and
acceptance is placed for them on earth.

Source: Al-Bukhari and Muslim The original card contains an excerpt; all supplied
wording is translated.
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The greatest gain
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Pronunciation

Man fatahullahu fa law hasalat lahul-jannatu
bihadhafiriha lakana maghbunan.

English meaning

Ibn Rajab stresses that nearness to Allah is the
believer's greatest treasure, beyond worldly gain.

Source: Ibn Rajab, cited in the supplied book
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The journey of those who love
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Pronunciation

Ajabu munadiyash-shawqi idh nada bihim hayya ‘alal-
falahi, wa badhalu nufusahum fi talabil-wusuli ila
mahbubihim.

English meaning

Ibn al-Qayyim pictures devoted believers answering
the call to success and persevering until they reach
their Lord.

Source: Ibn al-Qayyim, cited in the supplied book
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Love is real
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Pronunciation
Yuhibbuhum wa yuhibbunah.

English meaning

Ibn al-Jawzi reflects on Allah's words, 'He loves them
and they love Him,' and on the reality of love
expressed in obedience.

Source: Qur'an 5:54; Ibn al-Jawazi
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The proof of love
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Pronunciation

La tugbalu hadhihid-da‘wa illa bibayyinatin: qul in kuntum
tuhibbunallaha fattabi‘Gni yuhbibkumullah.

English meaning

Ibn al-Qayyim says that the claim of love is tested by
following the Prophet ££ in deeds, words and
character.

Source: Ibn al-Qayyim; Qur'an 3:31
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Read the Qur'an thoughtfully
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Pronunciation
Qira’atul-Qur’ani bit-tadabburi wat-tafahhumi lima‘anih.
English meaning

Read the Qur'an with reflection and try to understand
its meanings.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Add voluntary worship
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Pronunciation
At-taqarrubu ilallahi bin-nawafili ba‘dal-fara’id.

English meaning

After fulfilling the obligatory duties, draw near to Allah
through voluntary acts of worship.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Remember Allah often
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Pronunciation

Dawamu dhikrihi ta‘ala ‘ala kulli halin bil-lisani wal-galbi
wal-‘amal.

English meaning

Remember Allah consistently with the tongue, heart
and deeds.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Choose what Allah loves
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Itharu mahabbihi ‘ala mahabbika ‘inda ghalabatil-hawa.

English meaning

When desires compete, give priority to what Allah
loves.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Know His nhames
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Mutala‘atul-galbi li asma’ihi wa sifatihi wa ma‘rifatiha, fa
man ‘arafallaha ta‘ala bi asma’ihi wa sifatihi wa af‘alihi
ahabbah.

English meaning

Learn and reflect on Allah's names, attributes and
actions; knowing Him deepens love for Him.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Notice His gifts
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Pronunciation

Mushahadatu birrihi wa ihsanihi wa ala’ihi wa ni‘amihil-
batinati waz-zahirah.

English meaning

Notice Allah's kindness and the blessings seen and
unseen in your life.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Bring a humble heart
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Inkisarul-qalbi bikulliyyatihi bayna yadayillahi ta‘ala.

English meaning

Stand before Allah with a humble, dependent heart.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Private worship at night
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Pronunciation

Al-khalwatu bihi fi waqgtin-nuzulil-ilaht limunajatihi wa
tilawati kalamihi thumma khatmu dhalika bil-istighfari
wat-tawbah.

English meaning

Spend quiet time in night prayer, recite His words,
speak to Him and end with repentance and seeking
forgiveness.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Good company
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Pronunciation

Mujalasatul-muhibbinas-sadiqina waltiqatu atayibi
thamarati kalamihim.

English meaning

Spend time with sincere people who love Allah and
benefit from their best counsel.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Remove barriers
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Pronunciation

Muba‘adatu kulli sababin yahulu baynal-galbi wa
baynallahi ‘azza wa jall.

English meaning

Keep away from habits and distractions that put
distance between the heart and Allah.

Source: A means of love in the supplied compilation
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Delight in remembrance
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Pronunciation

Al-muhibbu la yajidu ma‘a hubbillahi ‘azza wa jalla lid-
dunya ladhdhatan wa la yaghfulu ‘an dhikrillahi tarfah.

English meaning

Fath al-Mawsili describes the lover of Allah as finding
deep delight in remembrance rather than being
absorbed in worldly pleasure.

Source: Fath al-Mawsili
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Never tired of drawing near
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Pronunciation

Ma yakadu yamallul-qurbata ilallahi ta‘ala muhibbun
lillahi ‘azza wa jall.

English meaning

Muhammad ibn al-Nadr says one who loves Allah
hardly grows tired of drawing near to Him.

Source: Muhammad ibn al-Nadr al-Harithi
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A heart seeking His pleasure
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Pronunciation

Al-muhibbu lillahi ta’irul-galbi kathirudh-dhikri
mutasabbibun ila ridwanihi bikulli sabilin yagdiru ‘alayha.

English meaning

The lover of Allah remembers Him often and seeks His
pleasure through every good means available.

Source: Attributed saying in the supplied book
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The lasting joy
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Pronunciation

Man kana billahi wa asma’ihi wa sifatihi wa dinihi a‘rafa
kana lahu ahabba wa kanat ladhdhatuhu bil-wusuli ilayhi
wa mujawaratihi wan-nazari ila wajhihi atamm.

English meaning

Ibn al-Qayyim connects deeper knowledge of Allah
with deeper love and the lasting joy of nearness to
Him in the Hereafter.

Source: Ibn al-Qayyim, cited in the supplied book
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The sweetness of faith
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Thalathun man kunna fihi wajada halawatal-imani: an
yakunallahu wa rasuluhu ahabba ilayhi mimma
siwahuma, wa an yuhibbal-mar’a la yuhibbuhu illa lillahi,
wa an yakraha an ya‘uda fil-kufri kama yakrahu an
yugdhafa fin-nar.

English meaning

Three qualities bring the sweetness of faith: loving
Allah and His Messenger above all, loving someone for
Allah's sake, and detesting a return to disbelief.

Source: Al-Bukhari and Muslim
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Find sufficiency in Allah
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Idha staghna n-nasu bid-dunya fastaghni Anta billahi wa
idha farihu bid-dunya fafrah Anta billah.

English meaning

Ibn al-Qayyim urges the believer to find joy,
companionship and dignity in drawing near to Allah.

Source: Ibn al-Qayyim, cited in the supplied book
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Sincerity protects the heart
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Pronunciation

Fa bi‘izzatika la ughwiyannahum ajma‘ina illa ‘ibadaka
minhumul-mukhlasin.

English meaning

The Qur'an recounts that Satan cannot claim authority
over Allah's sincere servants who believe and trust
Him.

Source: Qur'an 38:82-83; 16:99-100; commentary attributed to Ibn al-Qayyim
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Presence in prayer
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Qila liba‘dil-‘arifina inna lanuwaswisu fi salatina. Qala bi
ayyi shay’in? Qalu bid-dunya.

English meaning

An early teacher asked what distracts people in
prayer; the answer, worldly concerns, reminds us to
return the heart to Allah.

Source: Attributed anecdote in the supplied book
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